
LETTERS TO EDITOR 

PROGRESS OF MAGNETIC SURVEY OF INDIA SINCE 1905. • 

x. The preliminary survey may have now be said to be completed; sta- 
tions have been located at intervals of 35 miles over the whole of India 
and Burma. (The Himalayan area and the wild country north of Burma 
have, however, not as yet been included in the Magnetic Survey.) The 
total number of magnetic stations is 1,214. 

2. There are 22 repeat stations at which observations are being taken 
annually. Observations are also being repeated at various old field 
stations in order to secure further values of secular change. 

3. Five base observatories have been working continuously. •_t each of 
these there are Declination, Horizontal Force and Vertical Force mag- 
netographs now installed. The Vertical Force magnetographs have 
been installed since •9o5. 

4. All field instruments are compared against the Survey Standards 
ever3' half year, and comparisons between the standards and the instru- 
ments at base obse•,atories are made annually. 

5. Localities in which the magnetic conditions have been shown to be 
abnormal will now be subjected to a detailed magnetic survey, with 
stations •o miles apart. 

6. Preliminary magnetic charts of declination, dip and horizontal 
force for the year •9o5 will shortly be published. 

7. The progress made in the reduction of observations has not been 
great. The question of the correction for diurnal variation has been 
satisfactorily settled aid a simple empirical linear formula, connecting 
change of diurnal variation with change of latitude, has been established. 
A slightly more complicated formula may become necessary in South 
India. The question of the correction for disburbance has not been 
settied, but is being considered. 

8. The question of the epoch of reduction has not as yet been finally 
settled, and unless unforeseen objection• to it are raised in Europe, the 
date, January •, •9o5, suggested by Dr. Bauer, will probably be selected. 

9. ! understand that the Government of the Malay States is about to 
undertake a Magnetic Survey of the Malay Peninsula and is anxious to 
co-operate with us. 

Calœulla, ./Vov. 3 o, •r9o8. CozoN•x, 1•. B. LoNoE, R. E. 
Surveyor General of India. 

For an account of the work previous to x9o5, see this number, page 54.--Ed. 
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